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To My Post 11 Family,
 I want to start off by apologizing for the ongoing inconvenience while our
Post building is under repair. As most of you know, the severe weather
incident back on July 18 brought heavy roof leaks that caused significant
damage inside, forcing us to temporarily pause normal operations. We are
working around the clock to get everything fixed up right, so we can get
back to business as safely and as quickly as possible.
 Right before that storm hit, 1st Vice Commander Randy Crum, several of
our Past Commanders, our Delegates, and I were in Ocean City, MD from
July 13 to 17 for the American Legion Department Convention. Coming home
straight into a damaged building was tough, but the timing of that
convention was a real benefit. Our leadership team and delegates picked up
a lot from the classes, training, and networking while there, and we brought
back plenty of solid tools that will serve this Post well. If you want to
represent Post 11 as a delegate next year, keep an eye out when we put out
the official call in the spring of 2027.
 Even with our doors shut for now, our core work does not stop.
Membership is the lifeblood of our Post, and keeping our current members
involved while bringing in new folks is an ongoing drive. Being right down
the road from Fort Detrick gives us a unique mission and a real challenge:
reaching active-duty soldiers and those getting ready to transition out to
civilian life. We need to be proactive in showing them the services we offer
and the solid community we build here. When our doors open back up to our
members, it would be great to see some of those same folks walking
through as brand-new members right alongside us. To make that happen,
we need your help. Bring us your ideas for events and activities aimed at
younger soldiers and Veterans. Stepping up as volunteers and bringing
those ideas to leadership shows everyone that Post 11 is alive, active, and
standing by our Veterans.
 While repairs continue, I am challenging all of us to stay connected. Please
check in on our members, especially those fellow Veterans for whom our
Post was their main outlet or primary place to gather. Reach out to your
friends and military brothers and sisters across our Post and make sure they
are doing alright. Grab a buddy and head over to some of the local
organizations that have graciously opened their doors to us during this
shutdown, like the AMVETS, VFW, or Orioles Nest, for some fellowship and
togetherness.
 Looking beyond our Post, I also want us to think about how we can reach
the at-risk youth in our area. One of my biggest goals as Commander is to
take the incredible wealth of leadership, experience, and real compassion in
this Post and put it to work for local young people who could use a boost.
We have a room full of savvy Veterans who know how to navigate tough
times and real-world challenges. Bring me your ideas on how we can
organize something to teach these kids that they can accomplish great
things, fix what is broken, and build a good future for themselves. If you
have an idea for a program or effort that gives these young folks some solid
direction and sage advice, bring it forward.
 Our Post is defined by the actions of its people, not the condition of its
building. Let us keep setting the example for what Post 11 is all about
through how we treat each other, how we welcome new Veterans, and how
we serve our community.

Commander’s Roll Call by David August

FRANCIS SCOTT KEY POST NO. 11

OFFICIAL BULLETIN
VOL. XXXXIV NO. 3
SEPTEMBER - 2026



Earn Free 2028 Membership  
Recruit 5 new Legion Members (Veterans or Active) before June 1,

2027 and your 2028 Dues will be paid by the Post. You can also win
free membership from a drawing during the monthly Post Meeting.

Top Recruiters of 2027
1 New Member - Mike Carolganin, Kareem Drummon, Ray German, Wayne

Kaikko, Heather Zeigler
 

We are a Members Only Facility
Be prepared to show your membership card upon request. 
You must use your keycard for entry; if it is lost or isn’t working, see
Admin. Office. Replacements are $10 and obtained by each organization
(LGN, SAL, AUX)
You are welcome to invite your friends to join you for a drink, meal or
event as a guest. 
If your guest is meeting you at the Legion, meet them at the door and
sign them in at the podium each time they visit.  They are not permitted
to buzz in at the door and meet you inside.  Members must be present
with thier guest. 
Guests are not allowed to pay for any purchases or play Vet Jars at the
Legion. Please work out payment with your guest. You are responsible
for thier bill and conduct.

Post Hours
The kitchen and lounge are closed

until further notice due to
renovations.

Admin. Office Hours:  Monday thru
Friday 10:00 am to 4:30 pm
For dues renewal. Please enter thru
Banquet Door and use Keycard for 2
door. 

nd

Resource Office: Please call for an
appointment. 301.662.8042 
Library Access: Come to the Admin.
office for access during Admin. hours.

SIGN OUT PROCEDURE
Books may be borrowed as long as
needed. 
Sign out Books in the Library
binder.

RETURN PROCEDURE
Sign in Books in Library Binder
when returned and place in return
box.

Membership News by Randy Crum, 1  Vice Presidentst

American Legion Post #11 welcomes the following new members:
Michael Brown, Sigfried Bruner, Gerrard Corrigan, Duane Moxley, Erich

Muehleisen, Louis Pacchiana,  Levelle Ferrell, Dwight Pierson, Wilson Rorie 

2027 Dues structure:
NEW MEMBERS—1ST YEAR ……………….……. $35.00
ACTIVE DUTY 1ST YEAR…………….……………….. FREE
RENEWALS 2ND YEAR & BEYOND…………...…$45.00

 

HOW TO RENEW:
ONLINE (PREFERRED METHOD) -
(HTTP://WWW.LEGION.ORG/RENEW)

RENEW ONLINE FOR THREE  YEARS AT ONCE AND LOCK IN
YOUR RATE AT $45 PER YEAR! 

MAIL
STOP BY THE ADMIN. OFFICE WITH CASH, CHECK OR
CREDIT/DEBIT CARD FOR LEGIONNAIRES. $3 SERVICE FEE PER
TRANSACTION (CREDIT/DEBIT AVAILABLE IN PERSON ONLY).
PLEASE CONTACT THE ADMIN. OFFICE IF ANY OF YOUR CONTACT
INFO HAS CHANGED RECENTLY.
PLEASE MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO “FSK POST 11”. 

 

2027 GOAL: 1468
 

RENEWED FOR 2027 - 797
(55.992%) 

AS OF AUGUST 21. 
INCLUDES THE PAID-UP-

FOR-LIFE. 

TO ALL MEMBERS 
WHO HAVE ALREADY RENEWED

FSK Post 11 is proud of our heritage
and is honored to have the following

individuals as members:
 

Past Department Commanders
D. John Markey, 1923 - 1924

Charles S. Houck Jr, PC 1935-1936
David Winpigler, PC, 2003-2004

 
Past Department Auxiliary Presidents
1st Dept. President, Frances H. Birely,

1922-1923 
Susie I. Ramsburg, 1928-1929
Cornelia Rodock, 1940-1941

Bonnie Lamson, PP, 2006-2007
Patti Lach, PP, 2010-2011

 
Past Eastern Division National 

Vice President
Patti Lach, 2016-2017

 
Past Department Detachment. 

S.A.L Commander
Jeffrey Seiler, PC, 2015-2016

 



Remember to like our page on Facebook -
Francis Scott Key Unit 11 American Legion Auxiliary.

September is upon us.  Children are either starting or
soon will start school, so please watch out for them. 
We would like to extend our best to our Post leadership
for their tireless efforts to get our Post back in
operation, certainly something no one was prepared for,
yet we are persevering. 
With the disastrous event that occurred at our Post
Home, we have not had the ability to host our Steak
Nights. If you purchased a ticket for the July or August
Steak Night, we will refund your money since it may take
longer than hoped for to re-open the Post. 
We have reviewed and will award our scholarships soon
and congratulations those who submitted applications.
Our new membership year has begun, and we have set
our membership goals, so we hope to meet these with
your renewals. Renewals are $40, and you can pay those
dues at the Post, or by mailing a check to FSK Squadron
11, Attn: Wayne Fox, 1450 Taney Ave, Frederick, MD
21702. 
Did you know, before the official founding of the SAL in
1932, local Post groups were called Legion-Heirs, Junior
Legion, Sons of World war Veterans, and others.
 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 11 Announcements
 Potluck Update: The potluck was cancelled due to Post

      closure. 
School Supply Drive: Help local students by bringing
donations. Donations can be dropped at the Admin.
office.

Needed items: notebooks, paper, pens, colored
pencils, tablets, glue sticks, and general supplies.

Volunteer Opportunities:
Committees: Americanism, Legislation, Public
Relations, Community Service, and VA&R / Service to
Veterans are looking for volunteers.
Decorating Team: Seeking an organized volunteer or
group to manage decorating the Legion using our
existing inventory.

Dues : We’ve started collecting membership dues for
2027. They are $35 for members 18 and over and $7 for
members 17 and under. You may pay your dues four
ways:

a.Stop at the Legion and pay your dues at the office.
b.Mail your dues (check payable to FSK Unit 11) to FSK

Unit 11, 1450 Taney Avenue, Frederick, MD 21702.
c.Renew online at Legion-aux.org.
d.Call our National Auxiliary Organization Monday thru

Friday 8:00 am – 4:30 pm EST at 317-569-4570 to
pay over the phone. You must have your membership
ID available if you pay online or over the phone.

Auxiliary News 
by Patti Hanan

S.A.L News
by Tim Smith

Chaplain’s Corner by Don Blakey
The following Comrades of the FSK Post 11 were
transferred to the Post Everlasting:

 

 Samuel Johnson
June 9, 2026

Albert Lopez
June 7, 2026

Patrick Vickers
June 27, 2026

David J. Swencki
July 25, 2026  

May their soul, through the Mercy
of God, rest in peace.

 Faithfully, 
Don Blakey, Chaplain

 

 Eugene F. Rinehart
July 26, 2026

John Paul ‘Jack‘ Stush
August 2, 2026

Chester Redmond Jr
August 4, 2026

Stephen Kreta
August 9, 2026

Remembering the 25  anniversary of
September 11

th

Changing our Look
Our newsletter is getting a facelift due to two factors.
Publisher is ending service soon and we are transitioning to
Canva platform and Shannon is transitioning to assist with
newsletter formatting. Regardless, we will keep you well
informed in a timely manner.



Legion Riders News  
by Kevin Gardner

Farewell and Congratulations to Patricia Swiderski
We have bittersweet news to share with our Legion family.
Patricia “Tricia” Swiderski—our unofficial fearless leader, one
of the true backbones of FSK Post #11, and the go‑to person
for all things Post related—is retiring.
For more than 15 years, Tricia has been a driving force at the
Legion. She began as a Bingo volunteer and, through
dedication and heart, built our administrative office into the
thriving, efficient hub it is today.
Tricia is kind, compassionate, caring, informative, helpful,
intelligent, loyal, determined, and fun. She goes above and
beyond with every task and every event and for every
person. Her presence will be deeply missed in countless
ways throughout the Post. On a personal note, I will miss the
camaraderie and teamwork we shared—something
unmatched in my 50+ years of working life. Tricia is truly a
gem, and her absence will be felt by all.
We are fortunate to welcome Shannon Fleischer to the
administrative team. Shannon is quick, bright, and
exceptionally talented, and I believe she will be a tremendous
asset to Post 11. I’m excited to work alongside her and look
forward to the new adventures ahead.
Tricia, words cannot fully express how much you will be
missed or how deeply you are loved and appreciated. Thank
you for everything you have given to this Post. We are
grateful that you will continue volunteering with Bingo—so
this isn’t goodbye, just a new chapter.
Good luck, my dear friend. You are loved.
                                Sherri B. Close, Administrative Assistant
Hi, my name is Shannon Fleischer and I recently joined the
Admin team and am currently undergoing training to help
serve the Post’s needs. I am transitioning from life as a stay-
at-home mom as I send my youngest off to college this
month at UMD.  When people ask what my previous work
experience has been, I reply, as a ‘professional volunteer’
after supporting and running organizations that my three
children were involved in, in and out of school. Some of you
might recognize me here at the Post as I was the recent
Commanding Officer of the local Sea Cadet unit based at Fort
Detrick UMRC. My cadets have supported color guards here
at the Post and supported flag planting at Mt Olivet.  I am
excited to be supporting our military community in a new way
working with our Veteran community, as well as continuing to
mentor our future military thru the Sea Cadets. Stop by and
introduce yourself when you come and pay your dues!

The summer riding season is winding down, but we still
have two months to get more riding in as long as the
weather holds out. Several additional rides are being
planned to include a ride to Flight 93. This year is the
25th anniversary of the attack on 9/11. We will never
forget.
 The kids are back in school, so be careful driving and
watch out for the kids at bus stops and ones walking to
school. 
 Rider Keith Clevenger (PC) and Rider Jami Clevenger
(PP) participated in the annual National Legacy Ride.
They left with a group of Maryland Legion Riders
enroute to Lincoln Nebraska where they will meet with
other Legion Riders from across the nation. The 5-day
ride is over a thousand miles and ends at the National
Convention in Louisville, Kentucky. Thank you both for
representing Post 11 Legion Riders.
 The Riders are anxiously waiting for Post 11 to have the
necessary repairs completed so the Post can be
reopened. 
 We want to remind everyone that if any Veteran or
spouse of a deceased Veteran needs assistance to
please contact Rider Director Kevin Gardner, cell 301-
676-0126, so a determination can be made if we can
assist. 
 We are always looking for new members so if you are
interested in becoming an American Legion Rider, our
meetings are scheduled on the 1st Thursday of every
month at 7:00 pm. Membership is free, but you must be
a Legionnaire, Auxiliary, or SAL member with a current
membership card. You can also join as a supporting
member if you do not own a motorcycle. 
 Our website is WWW.ALRFSKPOST11.ORG for
activities, scheduled rides, applications, etc. Check out
our Facebook page, The American Legion Riders of
FSK Post 11 and give us a like. 

Operations Updates by James Burdette

We are currently working with contractors and the insurance company to get things moving to renovate and repair the
damages to the bar area, meeting room and kitchen. At this time we have no definite timeline as to our reopening.
However, the bathrooms and the roof projects have been completed. We will update our members as soon as we know
more information.
The administration office is still open Monday – Friday from 9 am – 5 pm so you can stop by and pay your dues. The
office is collecting dues for Legion, SAL and Auxiliary members, but only have cards for Legionnaires.
If you were not advised, our fellow private clubs have graciously opened their doors to Legion members. I encourage
everyone to stay involved by attending meetings, and reaching out to fellow Veterans. Together, we continue to uphold
the values of the American Legion while making a positive difference in our community.

POST 11

Admin Office News

PLEASE HAVE

PATIENCE WITH US



*If you are a Legion Member (Not SAL or Auxiliary) and your name is not listed and your birthday is
this month, please contact the Administration office (301-662-9345) to update our records.

to our Legionnaires of Post 11
Celebrating Birthdays in September



Sportman Dinner 
& Drawing
Sat. Nov 7 

Doors open at 11 am

MORE INFO TO COME!
One ticket raffled off day
of event guaranteed to be

in the top 3 winners.

Losers Drawing - 
Marlin 1894 44 Rem Mag
(must be present to win)

Prizes must be claimed within 60 days.
Equal substitutions may be made. 

Limited tickets!
$30 tickets, 18 and

older to attend.

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

  1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30    

Operations Cmte
Mtg 6:30 pm

SAL Mtg 6 pm

Post Mtg 7:30 pm

Executive Mtg
7:30 pm

Auxiliary  Mtg
6:30 pm

Riders Mtg 7:00 pm

BINGO 7pm
Doors open @ 4:30

BINGO 7pm
Doors open @ 4:30

BINGO 7pm
Doors open @ 4:30

BINGO 7pm
Doors open @ 4:30

BINGO 7pm
Doors open @ 4:30

Crab Feast 1-5 pm
@ AMVet Farm

Post Picnic 12-5 pm
@Lewistown Social

Club

Post Picnic
Come out and see your
Post friends while the

Lounge is closed. 
September 12

Lewistown Social Club
10540 Putnam Rd,

Thurmont
All Legion, SAL, Riders,

Auxiliary and thier families
are invited.

Tickets available online at Zeffy link:
https://www.zeffy.com/en-

US/ticketing/american-legion-fsk-post-11-
family-picnic?

utm_source=canva&utm_medium=iframely

$5 tickets, 12 and under
are free.

Crab Feast
American Legion F.S.K. Post 11

Baseball Fundraiser
September 20

NEW LOCATION
AMVET FARM

9602 Baltimore Rd
Doors open at 12

Food at 1
Crabs from 2-5

Steamed crabs, Fried chicken,
Macaroni Salad, Dessert, Draft

Beer and Soda.

Tip Jars will be sold.
$65 tickets 

Contact Tommy Long @
301.676.5378

25  anniversaryth

8/31

Office Closed



is back... on Wednesdays!
Starting August 26th with Limited Seats due to Construction.

Doors open at 4:30 pm. Bingo sales start at 5pm.
Games start at 7pm.

28 GAMES IN TOTAL
Early Bird, Winner Take All, Specials, Regular Bingo,

Junior Jackpot, Senior Jackpot
Payout minimum is $60,  but determined based on number of players.

Players receive a Loyalty Card and can earn a free 3 pack of
regular games with a filled card.

Ball Games prior to Early Bird games!  Tip Jars!

Per the Health Dept, Canned beverages and packaged snacks
are available for purchase. 

Help us reach our 2026 goal of 4,370 wreaths! 
We are currently at 1234
Purchase online at WAA

www.wreathsacrosamerica.org/MD0490
Questions: contact Keith Cleavenger @ 301.514.6641 or

email kefers@hotmail.com

SUNDAYS still on hold!

If you already have tickets for any
Sunday Bingo since we've been

closed, you have 2 options:

﻿
1. You can bring your ticket into 
the Admin. Office for a refund. 

   2. You can hold on to your ticket
and use it when we start Sunday

Bingo again. 




